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Attendance Information

School attendance is critical to learning; therefore, the Fayette County Board of Education has instituted a mandatory attendance policy. In addition, at the time of printing a new policy is being enacted in state of Georgia. 

Students with 10 unexcused absences will have their driver’s license suspended by the Department of Transportation and Public Safety. 

In addition, the following laws have been enacted that may affect parents or guardians: 
Unexcused Absences

Unexcused absences will be subject to attendance investigation and can result in penalty as imposed by the Compulsory Education Law (O.C.G.A. 20-2-690.1) and Student Attendance Protocol Committee Law (O.C.G.A. 20-2-690.2);
· Schools will notify by first class mail parents/guardians of students ages 6-16 who have accumulated five (5) unexcused absences per semester and will include a copy of the summary of consequences.

· School Operations will notify by letter parents/guardians of students ages 14-17 who have accumulated seven (7) unexcused absences per school year and will include a copy of (O.C.G.A. 40-4-22) the attendance-drivers license law and a summary of consequences.

· School Operations will notify by letter parents/guardians of students ages 6-16 who have accumulated ten (10) unexcused absences per semester and will report violations to the Student Attendance Protocol Committee to determine if court action will be pursued for formal intervention.

· State law requires an unemancipated minor over sixteen (16) years of age must have written permission from his or her parent/guardian prior to withdrawing from school.
Penalties: Subject to: 

· Fine – not less than $25 and not greater than $100.00

· Imprisonment – not to exceed 30 days

· Community Service or any combination of such penalties, at the discretion of the court.

Excused Absences According to State Board of Education Rule 160-5-1-.10

1. Personal illness

2. Serious illness or death in the immediate family

3. Court Order

4. Religious Holiday

5. Instances in which attendance could be hazardous as determined by the Fayette County School System

7. Service as page in legislature

8. Absences to vote in an election
Please note that the state department of education determines which incidents are excused and unexcused (NOT Starr’s Mill High School) under Rule 160-5-1.10 (see above).

ATTENDANCE – Admit Slips

1.        After an absence, a student should give his/her written excuse to the first period teacher who will give the student an admit slip. The admit slip will be shown to each teacher throughout the day. If the student forgets the note, he/she has three days to bring one or the absence will be counted unexcused. A student has 5 days to make up work missed during an excused absence. A field trip absence is allowed only one day to make up work. Research papers and major projects are discounted 10% per day for nine days.  

2.        Unexcused absences prohibit a student from receiving credit.

ATTENDANCE – Check-Ins/Tardies

Students should arrive on time to school every day.  Students arriving after 8:40am will report to the Attendance Office to check in and receive an admission slip to class. TARDIES are considered excused for (1) illness – with a note from the parent / guardian; (2) a doctor’s appointment; (3) a dental appointment; (4) a late bus. If a student fails to report to the appropriate place for a late pass, it is considered a class cut.  Students will be responsible for bringing a note for each excused check-in by the end of the 3rd day. Example: a check-in on Tuesday dictates the proper excuse note must be submitted to the Attendance Office by the end of the day on Thursday. After that time, it will be considered unexcused. Records will be kept on all TARDIES to school. The fourth unexcused tardy (and each successive) will result in a referral to the administration for a disciplinary action.
Students arriving late to other classes will be dealt with as follows:

1st Tardy – Warning

2nd Tardy – Teacher Detention (20 Minutes)

3rd Tardy – Teacher Detention (30 Minutes)

4th Tardy-(and thereafter)–administrative referral
Students checking in after 1:30 pm must have Administrator Approval.

ATTENDANCE – Checking-Out Procedure

1.      Bring a note to the Attendance Office before school begins. This note must include the student’s name, reason for dismissal, and time of dismissal, must be signed by a parent and must have a phone number where the parent can be reached for verification. The student will not be allowed to leave unless the Attendance Office can verify the note. Students who plan to check out should stop by the Attendance Office between classes to pick up the check-out slip.

2.        Students are not allowed to return to school after checking out unless they have a medical appointment, are appearing in court, or are attending a funeral. Written documentation from the health care provider or the court is required for readmission.

3.        Students involved in extracurricular activities must be present in school at least ½ of the instructional school day in order to participate in a school activity that afternoon or evening.

4.        Due to the large number of transactions, student check-out on days before holidays is by note only and should be presented to the Attendance Office before school begins.  No check-out requests will be accepted by phone.

5.        Checking out for lunch is not permitted.

6.        Students who are ill should go to the Clinic. Students will not be dismissed with out permission of the parent. 

7.        If a student checks in or out more than ten (10) times during the semester, he/she must produce a doctor’s note in the future.

ATTENDANCE – Exams

Final exams are an integral part of course requirements for students in the secondary schools of Fayette County. All students will be required to take final exams for courses in which they are enrolled at the time those exams are scheduled. A schedule of final exam dates will be published with the annual school calendar in order for students and parents to be informed of the exact dates of the exams. Only those students who present evidence of a lawful absence will be permitted to make up an exam. All make-up exams must be approved by the administration.
Seniors with averages below 80 will take final exams. Those with more than five (5) combined check-ins/outs and/or absences will take final exams. Seniors must meet both criteria to be eligible for exam exemptions. Attendance exemption is a privilege not a right. 

There will be no check-outs during the scheduled exam period. Also, because of the heavy workload in the Attendance Office during exams, no check-outs by phone will be accepted. Students planning to check-out must return the exam exemption form with a parent signature approving check-out times and dates.

ATTENDANCE – Prearranged Absences

Requests for prearranged absences must be completed and submitted to the administration one week prior to the dates of absence. These forms may be obtained from the Attendance Office. The student must see the principal before submitting the form. Approved prearranged absences are designated unexcused. If they are approved, the student may make up his/her academic work. The Principal uses professional judgment in giving permission for these absences based on the reasons stated in the request. Such factors as the educational value of the proposed experience, the resulting personal or family benefit, and the impact of the absence on the student’s academic progress will all be considered before determining whether a prearranged absence is approved or unapproved. The absences will count toward the mandatory attendance policy.
ATTENDANCE – Prolonged Absence Due to Illness

The Fayette County Board of Education provides a hospital homebound teacher for students who are absent for long periods of time due to illness. Parents should notify the Guidance Office to request the services of the homebound teacher. In order to qualify for services, a physician must verify in writing that the student will be absent from school for at least 2 weeks. The student is placed on homebound status as soon as the Principal and the visiting teacher approve the physician’s recommendation. Parents should contact the counselor’s office for more information.
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